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1 The paper was presented by Alexandra Dunn at the New Media | Alternative Politics Conference organised with the support of the 
Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities (CRASSH) and the Centre of Governance and Human Rights 
(CGHR), 14-16 October 2010. It therefore presents data and analysis formed before the revolution of 2011. The growing importance 
of the 6th of April Movement as both an online and offline political actor in Egypt during and after the uprising against Mubarak, 
confirm the importance of studying the group's development in the pre-revolutionary period.  
2  Alexandra Dunn holds a Master’s degree in Media Studies from the University of Oslo and a Bachelor’s degree from Colorado 
College. She is a co-founder of The Engine Room, an organization that investigates and supports the use of new technologies in 
advocacy, and she works as the director of training and partnerships for MobileActive’s SaferMobile program.  
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3 At the time of the data collection the group had slightly more than 73,000 members. 
4 According to the info page written by the administrators.   
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5 According to the International Freedom for Expression Exchange and Arab Network for Human Rights Information. See 
bibliography for the hyperlink to the press release. 
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6 There were no elections or street demonstrations during this phase of data collection.  
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7 The list of twenty-four came from a three step process: data was collected and weighted for the degree of participation; the data 
was also preserved unweighted; the top twenty of each of these two formats of measurement (weighted and unweighted) were 
considered top contributors; when these two lists were merged, there was considerable overlap and the total number of unique top 
contributors in the merged list was twenty-four. For the remainder of this paper, any time the phrase top contributor is used, this is in 
reference to these twenty-four users. 
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8 Though the two theorists seem to disagree on the potential of power structures to dominate the networked public sphere, this 
disagreement could be the result of a different operationalization of the term ‘public sphere’. Benkler (2006) states that he is using a 
rather “limited definition.” Benkler (2006) defines public sphere as “a sociologically descriptive category. It is a term for signifying 
how, if at all, people in a given society speak to each other in their relationship as constituents about what their condition is and what 
they ought or ought not to do as a political unit.” (Benkler, 2006: 178) 
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