
Sprinklers
automated or manual
emergency response
systems

Smoke alarms
detection systems +
visual/audio indicators of status

Fire drills
regular emergency
response training

Note – you don’t call the
fire brigade directly, they
come through the operator

Fire extinguishers
personal tools to put
out minor emergencies
that anybody can use

Fire code
institutional laws, policies
& rules (may change over
time!), and dependent
upon country of operation

911/999 operator
external party to call in an
emergency + emotionally
attentive tissue + middle
person who connects to
correct person

Arson investigator
disaster forensics
& analysis

Fire escape
permanently marked
as ongoing reminder

Fireproof cladding
robust materials and
safeguards, built into
the building

In-office fire officer
point person who performs
maintenance day-to-day and is
contact during emergencies

Common sense/cultural norms
don’t overload electrical outlets,
don’t leave the gas on, be
careful with candles

Firefighter school talks
external experts teach practices around
small emergencies and best practices but
not how to personally fight a large-scale fire

Digitally Securing Your Organisation Is
Like Preparing Your Office For A Fire
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Digital security is often understood as a personal action – but for healthy digital security practices to be effective, they have to be shared.
Like fire safety, you can think about digital security at different levels:

Within an institution's infrastructure: ensuring your operational infrastructure is secure, from email hosting to finance software.

Understanding different levels of response: different levels of digital security threats require calling different experts (external, or in-house.)

Culture and knowledge: building up literacy around digital security on an ongoing basis, to develop a culture that prioritises security and safety.


